House committee cuts

AIDS education fund

_'.i?udget _panel votes against public awareness campaign
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Saying Texans are flooded with informa-
tion about AIDS, House budget writers Fri-
day rejected a proposal for a state-funded

mgn to teach the public more about the
dea y disease.

The House Public Health Committee had
earmarked $3.7 million for an AIDS public
awareness campaign, but the Appropriations
Committee voted against including the funds
in the Department of Health’s communica-
ble disease program.

Rep Richard Smith, R- Brynn. described

the proposal as a “wnte of money.”

“If that’s all they’re doin ‘gwjust a public
aWareness campaign, it’s on front page of
every national magazine,” Smith suid. “It's
in the paper every day.

“] don't see that that's a worthwhile
expenditure.”

The Department of Health is sceking thc
money for use in Texas, where more than
2,000 people have been diagnosed with ac-

uired immune deﬁctcucy syndrome. The
nate Finance Committee has targeted $3.5
million for AIDS education.

Rep. Nancy McDonald, an El Paso Demo-
crat who pushed for the AIDS funds in the
Public Health Committee, said the Appro-
priations Committee made its decision bued

on “totally false information.”

She said health professionals, such as
schoul nurses, have aought information
about AIDS from the state. “They Jook to
the health department for this information
10 be accurate. We don't want it from the
front page of a newspaper. We dun't want it
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from Newsweek or Time.”

The infurmation also would have been tar-
geted for “not just high-risk groups, but oth-
er groups in the f‘eneul public — the v~
people, women who are considering pry
¢y, people who are considering ma:
Those groups should be educated abor
dangers of AIDS,” she said.

H.L. Miller, deputy commissioner fo
heaith department, said the state has »
about $600,000 from a federal grant on A
education and testing, but only has $50,
left in federal funds for AlDS-ulo
expenses.

Rep. Mike McKinney. D-Centerville, said
the health department otill would have the
discretion to spend on AIDS educa-
tion with avaflable funds yn its eommunic‘
ble disease program. “I think we're
cmotionahzms something that we don’t real-

ly have to deal with,” McKinney said.

Miller, howeveo:l;ng an AlD%;ducntion
ca could done at the expense
ofm‘r‘: m nitl‘und-maoupocif

ically prov

“We would have to uke it from some other

?m;mm if we spent it for that,” Miller said.

We'd have to take it from vaccines, or VD,
or from some other program. We don't bave
spare money.”

AIDS, first detected in the United Mu
in 1981, enters the blood stream and destroys
the budy'l ability to fight off other disensss.
zh‘he dinena . which e “o!hn eonln';tg

rou;h aex eoamt. fwnd mnost
homosexuals and intravenous drug veers, al-
thou“ gh "f:: number of infected hcumuh

grow



